Nicol Board and Batten
AL-V1-B-173

The Nicol Board and Batten House is located on
Charlestown Road in Charlestown. The dwelling was built
between 1881 and 1896 by John Wright who was a Welsh miner.
The building was sold to Alexander Nicol in 1897 through
an Equity Case in which testimony indicated that there was
a dwelling on the Tot. At one time a saloon was operated
in the house. The two story three bay wide house was
drastically altered with a large frame addition and a
replaced roof. The entire structure is covered with
board and batten.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building originally consisted of a one and one-half
story, three bays wide frame structure with board and plain
batten. A large frame addition, with board and batten siding
and resting on wooden posts was added onto the north of the
original. A second addition is a two story, one bay wide
frame structure with board and batten resting on a high
foundation with random rubble. The original building rests
on a high stone foundation of coursed rock-faced ashlar with
a plain water table. The gable flank roof, which has been
enlarged to cover the original and the first addition is
covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of a cornice and frieze
on the flanks and are close pent with a frieze on the gable ends.
Two brick chimneys on the additions have corbeled caps.

The main entrance in the center of the southern facade
includes a four paneled door with original hardware. Windows
throughout the structure are pegged six over six 1ight sashes
with wooden lugsills. A porch on the south has a hipped
roof supported by replaced wooden posts. A porch on the east
has a shed roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



M <

-

Y B " :
Fovi-B-

!

K] SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIiGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC — COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION __LAW —SCIENCE
—_1500-1589 X_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MIiLITARY —SOCIALUHUMANITARIAN
1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MyUsic _ THEATER
—1800-1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
~—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nicol Board and Batten House is located on Charlestown
Road in Charlestown. Charlestown is a small village located
adjacent to Lonaconing.

The dwelling was built between 1881 and 1896 by John
Wright who was a Welsh miner. (1) 1In 1896 it was inhabited
by Charles Nicol. (2) The building was sold to Alexander
Nicol in 1897 through an Equity Case in which testimony
indicated that there was a dwelling on the lot. (3) James
Nicol, a coal miner from Scotland, bought the property in
1904. (4) At one time a saloon was operated in the house. (5)
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries there were as
many as forty saloons in Lonaconing. A great many of these
were "family saloons" that were maintained for the purpose
of supplementing the family income. (6)

The two story three bay wide house was drastically
altered with a large frame addition and a replaced roof.
Material for the addition was reportedly taken from a
neighboring dwelling. The entire structure is covered with
board and batten.

(1) Allegany County Equity Case #4525

(2) 1Ibid
23) Ibid
4) ATTegany County Land Records, Liber 95, Folio 6

(5) Interview with James Andrew Nicol, March 27, 1980

(6) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al, Allegany County, A History (Parsons W. Va.:

McClain Printing Co.) p.250
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Nicol Board and Batten
AL-V1-B-1#6 173

Allegany County Deed: Liber 95, Folio 6

Grantee: James Nicol Date: February 16, 1904
Grantor: Alexander Nicol, et ux Consideration: $300.00

Allegany County Deed: Liber 81, Folio 39

Grantee: Alexander Nicol Date: January 2, 1897
Grantor: DeWarren H. Reynolds, trustee Consideration: $421.00

Notes: Equity Case #4525 of 1897 testimony indicates
that there was a dwelling on the lot

Allegany County Deed: Liber 43, Folio 422

Grantee: John Wright Date: July 20, 1874
Grantor: Sally Smith, et al Consideration: $25.00

Notes: Part of Ethiopia and the Isles
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